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BELTON ISD 
LEGISLATIVE  
PRIORITIES

88th Texas  
Legislative Session

Our Position  
As Belton ISD experiences 
fast growth, adequate 
funding is essential to 
student success. Now more 
than ever, Belton ISD needs 
state funding to match the 
needs of our students and 
staff without increasing 
a local tax burden on our 
residents.

Our Priorities
1. Increase the basic allotment to account for the extreme rise 

in inflation we are experiencing.
2. Prioritize a stable, predictable funding stream for public 

schools by funding schools based on enrollment instead 
of attendance and by creating an additional dedicated 
funding stream for school safety.

3. Increase the Fast Growth Allotment to acknowledge a 
growing statewide need while also increasing the amount 
disbursed to fast growth school districts appropriately.

4. Fully fund mandates such as full day Pre-K and eliminate 
unfunded mandates.

5. Oppose the diversion of funds for K-12 public schools 
(including new funds) for school voucher, tax credit, or 
charter school programs until the State of Texas funds 
public schools above the national average.

ADDRESS SCHOOL FINANCE TO ACCOUNT FOR GROWTH AND 
CURRENT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
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Our Position  
Students and families in Texas 
deserve an educational experience 
that promotes true learning in both 
skills and content. High-stakes 
standardized testing does not 
motivate students or teachers to 
grow and learn nor does it positively 
impact the mental health of our 
community. Now is the opportune 
time to invest in learning experiences 
that empower students to thrive in 
future careers while also addressing 
the growing mental health concerns 
in our society. 

Our Priorities
1. Limit the STAAR assessments to only those 

necessary to meet federal requirements and 
support districts’ efforts to develop and implement 
more effective, targeted assessment systems for 
student learning and growth.

2. Support districts in the creation of Community 
Based Accountability Systems instead of the state 
A-F accountability system that is primarily based 
on STAAR results.

3. Increase state-wide support for mental health 
resources by funding school counselor ratios 
of 250:1 (students per counselor) or providing 
additional resources for access to mental health 
professionals.

4. Expand new programs in high wage, high demand 
career fields by shifting funding from high-stakes 
standardized testing to a funding stream for the 
expansion of innovative programs.

IMPROVE SUPPORT FOR STUDENT LEARNING AND GROWTH

Our Position  
Belton ISD is projected to serve 
approximately 14,000 students 
from three municipalities across 
198 square miles in the next school 
year. Our district is represented by 
seven locally elected trustees who 
are best able to respond to the 
needs of our students, staff, families, 
and communities. Protecting and 
increasing the authority of our 
locally elected officials supports the 
delivery of thoughtful, effective public 
education to meet the needs of our 
community.

Our Priorities
1. Oppose legislation that increases ballot language 

requirements, limits dates upon when elections can 
be held, or creates additional requirements such as 
voter turnout thresholds.

2. Eliminate required, misleading information for bond 
ballot language while ensuring ballot language is 
transparent for voters.

3. Empower school districts to partner with local 
governments to provide incentive programs that 
further economic development while benefiting 
public school students.

4. Ensure the Board of Trustees possesses and 
maintains local discretion in using funds for the 
unique needs of the school community.

INCREASE LOCAL CONTROL


